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Due to the expression highly charged linear polymer that 

comprises quaternary amino groups", present claim 1 (and 
dependent claims 2-8 and 10-17) relate to an extremely large 
number of possible methods. Support within the meaning of 
Article 6 PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small 
proportion of the methods claimed. In the present case, the 
claims so lack support^ and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the 
claimed scope is impossible. 

Consequently, the search has been focused on those parts of the 
claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely those 
parts related to a method involving the precipitating agents 
used in the examples of the description (poly(N',N'- 
dimethyldiallylammonium chloride) ) and the agents mentioned in 
present claim 10. An attempt has also been made to search for 
the general aspects of precipitation of nucleic acid with a 
highly charged linear polymer that comprises quaternary amino 
groups . 
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